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Novel Units® Single-Classroom User Agreement 
for Non-Reproducible Material

With the purchase of electronic materials (such as ebooks and print-on-demand
teaching activities) from a Novel Units, Inc. (Novel Units) Web site, or that of a
Novel Units authorized dealer’s Web site, the customer (the purchaser or person
for whom this product was purchased) is granted a single-classroom user license,
which entitles the customer to use these materials for a single classroom (or home)
only.

Sharing the digital files or reproduction of any part of this
publication in any way or by any means for additional classrooms
(or homes), an entire school, or a school system; by for-profit
institutions and tutoring centers; or for commercial sale is strictly
prohibited.

Reproduction of any part of this Teacher Guide is strictly prohibited.
Use of the materials for anything other than classroom instruction is a violation of
Novel Units intellectual property rights. Novel Units retains full intellectual property
rights on all proprietary products, and these rights extend to electronic editions of
print books or materials, excerpts of print books or materials, and individual
teaching activities offered for sale in digital format.

To obtain more information, or, if you would like to use Novel Units products for
additional purposes not outlined in the single-classroom license (described above),
please contact customercare@ecslearningsystems.com.

ebooks.ecslearningsystems.com
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Chapter Two — Pages 19-27
Vocabulary:

expenditures  27 emerged  27

Discussion Questions and Activities:
1. Who is telling this story?  (Pages 3 and 19, Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler) Who is she?  (We don’t

know yet.)  List predictions.

2. Why was Claudia the leader of this adventure?  What skill did she possess that made her a
good leader?

3. Why was this chapter funny?  Find some examples.

page 21, “...she was convinced that she would develop a medium-serious skin disease…”
page 23, “What did you expect him to pay me in?  Traveler’s checks?”
page 26, mailing box tops from corn flakes

4. What didn’t Jamie know about the runaway plans?

• where they would hide
• how they were traveling to New York

Why do you suppose Claudia had not told him this information?

5. Why was having Jamie along important to Claudia?  (Page 27, his money, radio, and the
courage of two Kinkaids together)

6. Jamie had a problem carrying all his money.  How could he have carried his money?  How
would you get the change converted to bills?

7. What do you think this statement on page 27 means:  “Manhattan called for the courage
of at least two Kinkaids”?

Prediction:
Where will the children hide at the Metropolitan Museum of Art?

Writing Activity:
Describe the Metropolitan Museum of Art if you’ve been there.  Otherwise, choose an art
museum you have visited to describe.

Vocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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Characters

Main:

Main:

Minor:

Minor:

Setting Conflict

Author’s style and tonePossible Themes
(general statements

the book makes
about life)

Genre

• Character vs. character
• Character vs. nature
• Character vs. society
• Character vs. himself

Point of view

From the Mixed-Up
Files of Mrs. Basil E.

FrankweilerVocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets
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Your Book Has Been Optioned for the Movies
1. You are the casting director. Who are the lead roles, supporting cast, and walk-ons?

What kind of characters are they? What actors will fill the roles? How should they
look? What acting abilities will they need?

2. Design costumes for the cast. Explain your choices.

3. Pick the music. Will you need background music only or will you have musical
“numbers”?

4. Design the set.

5. Identify and describe the props.

6. What will you title your movie? Why?

Walk-ons

Supporting cast

Leading rolesVocabulary, 

Discussion 

Questions, 

Activitie
s, 

Worksheets




